
Potters, 
Thank you for your interest in attending the Jekyll Pottery Guild February 2020 
Visiting Artist’s workshop with Bill van Gilder.  Thank you also for your patience.  
Our guild has been overwhelmed by the number of people interested in this 
workshop.  That is understandable given the quality of the artist. 
 
Our annual workshop is primarily offered to enhance the skills of first our own 
guild members and second the non-guild potters within the larger Jekyll Island 
Arts Association community.  We make every effort to accommodate other 
potters as well.  We manage the attendance because of (fire department) room 
capacity limits and because we want to make sure it is a good experience for both 
the visiting artist and the attendees.  All the work involved in putting on the 
workshop is done by guild members who volunteer. 
 
The reality is we will have a limited number of spaces open for the general public. 
I cannot be more specific about a number as we are still receiving registrations 
from members.  This is the first time in recent history that we may have more 
requests than we can handle. 
 
If you are interested in this workshop, I encourage you to go ahead and apply.  
You will find a registration packet on the Jekyll Island Arts Association website on 
the Pottery Guild page: https://jekyllartists.com/pottery/ 
 
We will do our best to accept as many as we can realistically and safely 
accommodate.  Acceptance will be based on the receipt date of the application 
form and payment.  Applications must be received by January 10, 2020.  We do 
not have the capabilities for on-line registration.   
 
Any applications that are not accepted will be immediately returned with their 
payment.  We will post a notice on the above mentioned web page as soon as the 
workshop is full.   
 
If you have any questions, please email me at pedalingal@yahoo.com 
 
Happy potting! 
Beverly Hopkins, President 
Jekyll Island Pottery Guild 

https://jekyllartists.com/pottery/
mailto:pedalingal@yahoo.com


Workshop title:  The Functional Pot; Tips, Tools & Techniques 
With Bill van Gilder 

February 21 & 22, 2020 
Hosted by: Jekyll Island Pottery Guild 

Workshop location: Jekyll Island United Methodist Church-Fellowship Hall 
503 Riverview Drive, North 

Jekyll Island, GA 31527 
 
Every potter has a list of WHAT they want to make. HOW to make it is often the question. 
 

During this two-day, information-loaded, demo-workshop some 50+ making techniques will be 
demonstrated in answer to these ‘how-to’ questions; techniques participants will want to use 
and adjust to fit their own future work. Short cuts, tips and tool-use at the wheel will be shared 
through demo after demo. 
 

Hand-building functional forms will be the focus during part of the demonstrations as 
requested, defining projects and techniques for hand-builders. 
 

“Throughout 50+ yrs. of making functional pots, I’ve collected hundreds of making techniques 
used to make specific pots, both wheel-thrown and hand-built;” 
 

Demonstrated techniques at the wheel will include; 
 

- Efficient hand positions for throwing 
- Simple tools and their use 
- Lid arrangements and form 
- Spout, rim and lip making and proportions 
- Trimming and foot finishing possibilities 
- Faceting and fluting as decoration 
- Handles and lugs; pulled and hand built 
- Making bottle forms; collaring techniques 
- Making dinnerware; throwing and trimming 
- Making squared and oval baking ware 
- Wet, thick slip decoration 
- And more… 
 

A sampling of forms to be demonstrated; 
 

 - Open and lidded casseroles 
 - Pitcher and pouring pots 
 - Cups and mugs 
 - Bowl forms 
 - Dinnerware 
 - Bottle forms 
 

Hand-building demonstrations may include;- Slumped oval slab platter making 



- Humped squared plate making 
- Foot attachment possibilities; slab, sprigged & coiled 
- Textured decoration; wet slip, pressed, and resisted textures 
 

Participants are welcome to take photos, and are encouraged to bring a notebook. 
 

A discussion about glazes will take place during the workshop, as requested. My 
^6 oxidation, ^8-9-10 gas, and salt/soda wood-firing slips & glaze recipe sheets will be provided 
to each participant. 

 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION:  
Registration fee $175.00 *The Friday evening artist reception is included. 

Registration must be received no later than January 10, 2020 
 

SCHEDULE:  

Friday February 21, 8:30 – 9:15 am Registration Check-in  
9:30 am Workshop (short break before lunch)  
12:30 – 1:15 pm Lunch Break  
1:15 – 4:00pm Workshops (a short break will be provided)  
5:30-7:00 Artist reception, Goodyear Cottage, Jekyll Island Historic District. 
Saturday February 22, 9:30 am Workshop (short break before lunch)  
12:30 – 1:15 pm Lunch Break  
1:15 – 4:00pm Workshops (a short break will be provided)  
 

LUNCH  
You are welcome to bring your own lunch that does not require refrigeration or the use of a 
microwave.   You may order a lunch for both days.  Lunch for both days will be $20. Lunch will 
consist of assorted sandwiches and wraps one day and pizza the other day. Soft drinks and 
water will be provided also.  There will be a veggie option each day.  Additional details about 
lunch will be sent closer to the workshop 

LODGING 
Lodging is the individual’s responsibility.  Please see https://www.jekyllisland.com/lodging/ for 
on-island options.  There are also options in Brunswick or St. Simons.  
 

CANCELLATIONS/WITHDRAWLS  
Jekyll Island Pottery Guild reserves the right, if necessary, to cancel the workshop due to 
unforeseen circumstances. Participant workshop fees will be refunded; however, the Jekyll 
Pottery Guild cannot be held responsible for travel arrangements.  
 
Cancellations or withdrawals received prior to February 7, 2020 will be charged a $25.00 
processing fee and the balance will be refunded. Cancellations or withdrawals received after 
February 7, 2020 forfeit the registration fee in its entirety. Special circumstances are 
considered. 

https://www.jekyllisland.com/lodging/


THE FUNCTIONAL POT: TIPS, TOOLS & TECHNIQUES  
Instructor: Bill van Gilder  
 
NAME: 
___________________________________________________________________  
ADDRESS: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
TELEPHONE: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
EMAIL: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Registration fee: $175.00  

Registration must be received no later than January 10, 2020 

Lunch Options  
__No lunch  

__Lunch for both days - $20    _____ I prefer vegetarian option 

 
Total Amount Enclosed: _____________________________________  
 

Make checks payable to Jekyll Island Pottery Guild and send completed 
registration form and payment to the address below:  
 
Jekyll Island Pottery Guild Workshop 
c/o Beverly Hopkins 
18 Glynn Avenue  
Jekyll Island, GA 31527 
 
By signing below, I have read the cancellation/withdrawal policy and understand 
that there are no refunds after February 7, 2020. 
  
Signature:  
___________________________________________________________________  
 

 
Questions? email pedalingal@yahoo.com (Beverly Hopkins) 

mailto:pedalingal@yahoo.com

